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KATANNING HOSPITAL — GENERAL PRACTITIONERS 

336. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to my question without notice 966 of 22 November last year, relating to the provision of doctors to the 
emergency department of the new Katanning Hospital. 

(1) Is the minister as concerned as I am about the escalating number of complaints being received in relation 
to the severe shortage of doctors in the Katanning Hospital ED, and the way in which patients are regularly 
being told to go to either Albany or Narrogin? 

(2) Has the WA Country Health Service taken any steps to alleviate community concerns about the provision 
of doctors to the emergency department at Katanning Hospital? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I would like to thank the member for the question and to acknowledge his ongoing concern. 
(1)–(2) Yes, I share that concern about staffing at that hospital. Katanning Hospital employs more than 150 staff 

and contracts 35 doctors to provide a range of services to the community. As the member will be aware, 
emergency departments in hospitals like Katanning Hospital rely on GPs to fill out the roster and to make 
sure that there is a complete roster for the 24/7 emergency service being provided. I am concerned about 
the reports that we have both received about gaps in the roster and about people being referred elsewhere. 
This is a vexing issue for country health, as the member will be aware. Attracting GPs to practise in our 
rural communities remains a difficult issue. That is borne out by the stats, which show that the average 
number of GPs per 100 000 head of population across Australia is 96; in Western Australia we have 79. 
If we accept that in the electorates of the member for Nedlands and the member for Cottesloe, we have 
the highest concentration of GPs in the country — 

Dr D.J. Honey interjected. 
Mr R.H. COOK: They must be very sick! If we accept that, we can really understand just how low our GP coverage 
is. This is something I have repeatedly raised with the commonwealth government. As the member will be aware, 
GPs and primary health care are responsibilities of the commonwealth government, and it is important that it 
understands that it simply cannot take a hands-off approach in the penetration of GP services in our rural and 
regional communities. 
I have asked the department to provide me with a briefing on what it is up to on this issue and where we are at, to 
gain an understanding, and I will make sure that briefing is made available to the member. I will also seek 
a meeting with Rural Health West to see what longer term strategies we can put in place to make sure these country 
hospitals get the services they need. It is not for a lack of trying that we are not attracting medical practitioners—
nurses, doctors, nurse practitioners and so on—to these mainly non-coastal rural communities, but we will continue 
to work hard, and I appreciate the member’s advocacy.  
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